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OFFICIALS AND THEIR DUTIES 
 
Officials 
1. The referee has jurisdiction from the time he/she enters the area of the play until signaling the 

end of the game.  The referee’s decisions are final. 
2. 3 year olds – 2nd grade coaches will act as referees for their games. Coaches should stop 

the game to instruct and explain as needed.  
3. Officials will be assigned to games for 3rd & 4th grade. 
4. The referee shall enforce the rules of the game. 
5. The referee can suspend or terminate a game whenever it is deemed necessary; for example 

interference by spectators or coaches. 
6. The referee can caution a player and eject from play any player quality of violent conduct, use of 

foul or abusive language, or persistent infringement of the playing rules.  That player must sit out 
the next game. 

7. Teams shall change sides at the completion of each half.  
8. Prior to game, referee will have a pre-game meeting with coaches/captains from both teams to 

discuss basic game rules/procedures. 
 
Scorekeepers:  
1. A parent volunteer will be responsible for keeping the scorebook during the game.  

 This is the official score keeper of the game 
2. A parent volunteer (preferably from opposite team) will be responsible for running the scoreboard 

 This is the official time keeper of the game and will work with officials to ensure correct timing 
 
SPORTSMANSHIP 
1. If the site supervisor or referee witness any acts of tackling, elbowing, cheap shots, blocking, or 

any unsportsmanlike act, the game will be stopped and the player will be ejected from the game.  
FOUL PLAY WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. 

2. Trash talking is illegal.  Officials have the right to determine offensive language.  (Trash talk is talk 
that may be offensive to officials, opposing players, teams, or spectators.)  

 If trash talking occurs, the referee will give one warning.   
 If it continues, the players or players will be ejected from the game. 

 
COACH/PARENT/FAN CODE OF CONDUCT  
We ask that you try your best to uphold this code, so that everyone can enjoy their experience. As a 
YMCA parent, we ask that you:  
 

 Encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and 
officials at every game, practice, or event. 

 Place the emotional and physical wellbeing of the players ahead of your personal desire to win.  
 Demand a drug, alcohol, and tobacco free sports event and agree to assist by refraining from 

their use at all youth sports events.  
 Ask your child to treat other players, coaches, fans, and officials with respect. 
 Promise to help your child enjoy the youth sports experience by fostering good sportsmanship, 

assisting in coaching, being a respectful fan, and modeling that behavior for your child.  
 Have your child participate in as many practices and games as possible while providing proper 

supervision for all of the children brought to practices and games.  
 Attend practices and games to support your child’s participation. 
 Be a positive role model for your child and the other players on his/her team.  
 Not use profanity or vulgar speech while observing your child’s activities.  
 Not coach your child, or other children, during games if you are not an official coach.  
 Keep off of the playing field at all times, unless specifically told otherwise by an official or 

coach. 
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 Refrain from bringing a dog or other animal to practices or games. Pets are not allowed at 
many locations. 

 Resolve conflicts without regressing to hostility or violence. 
 Not encourage any behavior that could be dangerous to your child or the other children.  
 Not taunt, heckle, argue with, any coach, official, or opposing player during the course of your 

child’s games/practices. 
 
Policy Enforcement 

 Individual may be given a warning for inappropriate behavior.  
 Individual may be asked to leave the game(s) and may be asked to not return for other Youth 

Sports activities 
 Other sanctions as deemed necessary may be enforced 

 
Thank you for choosing YMCA Youth Sports! 

If you have questions, please contact the sports staff at your YMCA branch. 
metroymca.org 

 
 


